
statement


http://lesliesobel.com


My work has long focused on climate and water both at the high latitudes and in watersheds. I 
use mixed media including photography, painting, printmaking and scientific data to create two 
and three dimensional work that incorporates the emotion of experiencing a place with 
scientific understanding of what is happening. I partner with scientists, going into the field with 
them to understand their data and their relationship to the places they study. 


In this time of a pandemic I’ve been staying home and trying to focus in the studio. I’m full of 
sorrow for the amount of suffering and the needless losses thanks to profound 
mismanagement, incompetence and malevolence. It made me think about how we are all in 
our own little spaces, isolated in parallel. These pieces incorporate multiple data maps of 
Detroit - finding the linkages between environmental degradation, poverty, COVID-19 infection, 
urban heat islands and impervious ground. Unsurprisingly it’s all connected.


bio


Leslie Sobel is the artist daughter of two scientists. The dual perspectives of art and science 
drive her work. She’s a hiker, an activist,– and an MFA student at midlife. Her work reflects her 
commitment to fostering difficult conversations about industrialized society; including 
complacency towards habitat loss, mass extinction, climate disruption and the overall negative 
effects of capitalism. In 2017 she camped on an ice field in Yukon Territory with a group of 
glaciologists and she continues to collaborate with those and other climate scientists, focusing 
on the effects of climate change on the high latitudes. Her fieldwork in remote places feeds her 
studio work. She also works with scientists and environmentalists near her on Great Lakes 
issues as well as the Mississippi watershed. Her BFA is from the University of Michigan, and 
her upcoming MFA will be from the University of Hartford. She works in mixed media frequently 
incorporating photography, scientific data and painting, printmaking and sculpture. She has 
shown widely including many solo exhibitions.  She curates exhibitions and has been a juror 
multiple times, give talks and works widely to use her artistic practice to increase climate 
awareness and activism. Her practice includes working to change how we use urban land, 
starting with her own garden where she works to increase pollinator habitat, grow food and 
native plants. Grants include an upcoming cruise on the Arctic Circle in 2021, residencies from 
Colorado Art Ranch, the Loomis Chaffee School, several Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs Professional Development Grants. Publications include articles in NatureVolve.com  
andProWax Journal. 


Bibliography includes articles in The Ecology Center newsletter, Ann Arbor Observer, Rustbelt 
Arts,  ProWax Journal. Her work is in catalogs for Chaos, Reaching for the Light, Encaustic 
Works 09 & Metamorphosis and ebook Contemporary Paper & Encaustic: International Trends



