
In the midst of this climate crisis, each moment seems to be more precious, more 
beautiful, more full of life, because we see it changing so fast. It’s only natural to 
hang on to what we know as long as we can. Human inaction is one of the first 
and biggest challenges we face. That’s why I wanted to be part of this show. This 
piece uses the “comforter” to help look at the very uncomfortable situation we’re 
in. 
 
I used a traditional quilt pattern, “Tumbling Blocks” that has an intense 3D effect. 
Usually the whole piece is made of these blocks. Instead I placed strings of 
blocks on a background in gradations of orange and yellow. The fabric selected 
for the blocks juxtapose a wide range of fabric designs not normally assembled in 
one quilt: camouflage next to children’s comics, swans in love contrast with Star 
Wars designs, calico beside prints of dollar bills. I also found newspaper photos 
of mass migrations as well as marching armies, and printed them on to cotton to 
be added the blocks. I kept thinking of the turbulence our population is going 
through, divisions in politics even reflect in fabric stores. So the blocks came to 
feel like people or families. Their diagonal fall is interrupted by landscapes of our 
chaotic climate - forest fires, floods, air pollution and melting ice caps – the 
blocks fall through these and somehow emerge. From the dark border, pears of 
eyes are watching, sewn in reverse appliqué. This is a story that questions how 
we can face one disaster after another (it was designed and sewn just before the 
coronavirus got started).  
 
The climate crisis is a disaster of our own making, it is a mirror of our culture. So 
art has a special import here: to show how our vision, our science, our 
imagination, our guts, our communal spirit - are all being put to the test. I believe 
we can make the next giant steps, because, when Americans are given a dire 
challenge, we have a remarkable ability to change.  
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